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"Doss Article IX, Section 9(f) require each
revenue bond project proposed by the Board

of Governors undexr the authority granted it

in Chapter 144, Section 1203, to be submitted
to the lllinoic Gemeral Assembly for sdditional
authorization as to the specific project and
dollar amount?*

Section 2(f) of Article IX of the Constitution of
1970. to which you refer, rsadn aa follows:

. "(f) wlw Stau. depatﬁmmts, authorities,
public corporations and quasi-public corpora-
tions of the State, the State collages and
universities and other public agencies created
by the State, may issue bonds or other evi-
dences of indebtedness which are not secured
by the full faith and credit or tax revenue
of the State nor required to be repaid,
directly or indirectly, from tax revenua,
for such purposes and in such amounts as may
be authorized by law.®

The State Colleges and Universities Revenue Bond Act
of 1867 (1ll. Rev. Stat. 1969, ch. 144, pars. 1201 et geqg.) to
which you also refer, grants the Board of Governors of State
Colleges and Universities authority to issue bonds to pay for
revenue-producing facilities. Section 9 of that Act '(xn; Rev.
Stat., 1969, ch. 144, par. 1209) specifically provides that:

“§ 9, Nothing in this Act shall be construed
to authorize the Board or any University to
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' contract a debt on behalf of, or in any way
-~ - to obligate, the State of Illinois, or to
- pledge, assign or encumber in any way, or to
pexrmit the pledgiug. assigning or em:umbezing
~in any way, of appropriations made by the
General Assembly of the State of Iu.iuoia.
. mms, 4t is cleax that the bma am:hor.i.zad to be issued pux-
suant to the State Colleges and Universities Reévenue Bond Act
" of 1967 come within the purview of Article IX, Section '9(£) of
the Constitution of 1970. R |
Ny mmmmmpmmmmiehwmtme
the nlms.s Constit;uﬁ.m, onr suprm cenrt has sstablished
t.he follwing prapoeituna:  ( ) the censtituuon is to be
libaxauy eenatrued: (h) t:ha maaning ot eoasts.tuuonal lan~
guage ia best as::ertainaﬂ by msidermg the puxpose of the
pxovision 1n guestim: (a) such provision shaum be mstrued
to give effect to the spirit in which it was adopted; '(d)-_-narm.
technical reasoning should not be applied; and (@) that which
io within tha intentm u within the proviaim even if not
within’ tha latter. m v. m X2 xu. 24 84. 93-94¢

mgx, 274 xu.. 139. 142-143;
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m Ve m‘ 266 xllc 38‘; 390’ Poonie Q¥
garnexr, 47 Ill. 246, 253; People e

6 111, 672, 682,

An important source for detemmining the intent of a
constitutional provision is the record of tho debates in the
Constitutional Convention. 1In discussing the proposed draft of
vhat is now Section 9(f) of Article IX of the Constitution of
1970, Chairman Mathias of the Convention's Education Committee
atateds

*I think the universities can, if the General

Assembly will authorize as they now have done;

the Governing Board of the univerasity —--~ if

the General Assembly will authorize the Govern-

ing Board of a university to issue bonds for

domitories, then they could build it. If the

General Assembly wante to say, you must bring

aach of these proposed dormitories in, get our

approval, thay can 4o that.”

8ixth Xllinois Constitutional Convention ==
verbatim trxanscript. HNHo. 104, August 9,
1970, p. 152,

It thus appears clear that the framers of the Consti-
tution of 1970 intended to give the General Assembly broad lati-
tude in determining the degree of control to be exercised by the

Generdl Assenbly with respect to the issuance of revenue bonds.
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~ Section 9 of the Transition Schedule which forms a .
part of the Constitution of 1970 states in part as follows:
. “The tights and duties of all public bodies

shall remain as if this Constitution had not

been adopted with the exception of such changes:

89 are contained in this Constitution. All

L daee,y ordinances, regulations and rules of .
court not contrary to, or inconsistent with
.- the provisions of this Constitution shall re- . .
main in force, until they shall expire by
- thedr own limitation oxr shall be altered.or .. .
| rapaa.lad pursmt to this ematimuon »

Baaed uyon ny amlysu ot the mtitution of 1970
and tha othex matte:s :afmed to hemin. I am of t.he opini.m
that t.hete 3.5 m mﬂic@. batwoen the Stam co.‘l.leges ana Uni~
versities Bavenue Band Act o£ 1967 ama the nunas emat.ttution
of 1970. ‘me:efaze. .the anmr 1:0 yaur :mmt qneatian is "yes®

andtheanmxtoyoursecmﬂqueattmia“m‘

. Very truly yours, .

"ATTORNEBY GENBRAL




